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Zep 2:3,3:12-13; 1 Cor 1:26-31; Mt 5:1-12a 

 In our first reading we hear the strange passage: Seek the LORD, all you humble of the earth, 

who have observed his law; seek justice, seek humility; perhaps you may be sheltered on the day of the 

LORD's anger.  If God is a God of love, then what is this about God’s anger?  The anger and wrath of 

God is not just an Old Testament concept. In fact, it is mentioned quite frequently in the New Testament 

as well.  How can it be that a God who is love can also be angry? 

 In saying that God is angry we have to be careful to understand that however God may 

experience anger (or any emotion), it is not tainted by sin. God is not angry in the way that we are.  Our 

anger is born of pride (we’re angry because someone did not treat us or reward us as we think we 

deserved), or it comes from greed (we’re angry because we did not get the things we wanted to have), or 

it is rooted in jealousy and envy (we’re angry because another person got what we wanted, or love and 

affection of someone went to another, or someone was placed over us), or even anger comes from our 

inability to control others actions or events in the world (we’re angry because we are not God).  You see, 

all these angers come from a place of sin, all these angers - even if it anger over something that is not 

good (like death of a loved one, or some injustice in the world) turns to anger because it is really coming  

from our selfishness and becomes an emotion which drives us to frustration, hatred and despair.  This is 

not at all what the anger of God is about. 

 In the times that God’s anger is mentioned, it revolves around someone being lost through their 

sin.  It is a completely righteous anger is stirred in the lover who perceives the possible loss of the 

beloved.  Not because God is jealous that another will have the beloved, not because the lover did not 

allow themselves to be controlled by Him, not even because of the inability to stop the inevitable 

consequences of the lovers actions.  The anger is not out of a sense of jealousy or frustration in His 

powerlessness - the anger is an expression of God’s Love.   God has told us what we need to do to 

decrease the problems in this life that come from our sins, God has told us what we must do to attain the 

joys of eternal happiness in heaven.  Our failure to follow leaves us frustrated in this life, and separated 

from God for eternity in self exclusion from heaven and in a state of eternal spiritual death.   

 What Scripture calls God’s “wrath and anger” is God allowing the inevitable consequences of 

our sin play themselves out.  It is not an emotion, per se, but a situation - not that God is mad at us.  In 



love, God wants to express mercy, but for those who reject the love, He does not force.   God does not 

just let people off the hook or change the rules of creation so that you always get what you want - that is 

not justice, nor even love, it is injustice and indulgence.   It is also impossible to create a universe where 

everyone gets what it the way they want.  In that case, God would have to let the murderer murder, and 

yet make it that murder not happen because a person who is abusing that person want them to live, and 

also would have to let that person live in four houses at the same time so that everyone who wants that 

person to live to live with them gets their way.  Justice is where God puts us all under the same set of 

rules, tells us the ultimate consequences, and permits the effects of sin and evil to run their course.  In 

the ultimate end, the righteous make out, and the way reality is structured gives to the sinner his due. In 

other words, God's "wrath" means that if we are stubbornly evil and impenitent, He will permit our sins 

to have their inevitable destructive effects upon our bodies and souls.  It’s not a human emotion. 

 But this is not what God wants for any of us.  In our readings today God speaks about a remnant, 

a people who are humble and lowly.  They will not push God aside and shall take refuge in the name of 

the LORD.  These faithful ones - who may seem foolish to the world because they are driven by the 

things of God and not the ways of the world - will be the ones who really make out.  St. Paul says today 

speaking to this remnant: Not many of you were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not 

many were of noble birth. Rather, God chose the foolish of the world to shame the wise, and God chose 

the weak of the world to shame the strong, and God chose the lowly and despised of the world, those 

who count for nothing, to reduce to nothing those who are something.  So don’t be angry when you don’t 

get what you want, don’t be angry when you can’t dictate the way the world should go, don’t be angry 

because other people seem to be higher born or of more importance to the world, don’t be angry when 

people look down on you.   For as Jesus spells out in the Gospel - you are blessed to God, and your 

salvation will mean that God’s anger will not happen in your case.  The just consequence for those who 

follow God’s way - despite it seeming like foolishness to the world-  is summed up by Jesus this way: 

Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you and utter every kind of evil against you falsely 

because of me. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven.  Not only will you rejoice, 

but God too will rejoice and the anger will not be seen, for the beloved has come home and this has 

caused them to receive an eternity of happiness.  God has no anger at this. 


